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Rotary International President 
Visits Area Clubs 

Rotary International President Glenn E. Estess, Sr., of Shades Valley, Ala., visited Delaware Rotary clubs on Tuesday and Wednesday, August 17 and 18, to outline his vision and agenda for the upcoming year. 
On Tuesday, August 17, Estess was at the Hotel du Pont. He was be given a progress report on the Can-Do Playground which will open in summer 2005 in the new Alapocas Run State Park off Route 202. The first of its kind in Delaware, this public playground is specifically designed to encourage children with and without disabilities to play together interactively. 

The Can-Do Playground is being developed by six Wilmington-area Rotary Clubs as a Centennial Project to celebrate Rotary International’s 100 years of community service. The clubs are collaborating with the Delaware Division of Parks and Recreation and the Delaware Department of Transportation on this project. Thomas A. Talley, president of the Rotary Club of Brandywine and Chairman of the Board and President of the Community Fund Corporation, updated Estess on the project. The CFC is a non-profit corporation formed by the six Rotary clubs to support the playground project.  (See www.candoplayground.org)  
Also in attendance were Charles A. Salkin, Director of the Delaware Division of Parks and Recreation; Mark Tudor, Project Manager of the Blue Ball Properties Project, DELDOT; and Jacob Vassalotti, age 6, son of Rotarian Tony and Tina Vassolotti of Newark. Jacob, the Can-Do Playground’s youngest supporter, asked that all gifts for his birthday in April be contributions to the Can-Do Playground, for which he raised $400.
On Wednesday, August 18, at the Sheraton Inn-Dover, Estess presided at a news briefing. Estess was also the featured speaker at a Sheraton Inn luncheon hosted by George Anderson, of Bethel, Del., governor of Rotary District 7630. Delaware Governor Ruth Ann Minner attended, as did Dover Mayor and Rotarian Stephen Speed, who presented Estess with a key to the city. 
Estess spoke about his vision for Rotary International and outlined his agenda, including his emphasis on “the Human Side of Rotary.” This year Estess is urging clubs and districts to focus service projects on Family of Rotary, health concerns, literacy and water resources management. He places special emphasis on improving clean water delivery, purification and conservation. (See www.rotary.org) 

On Wednesday evening, Estess was at Citizens Bank Park in Philadelphia to throw out the first ball from the pitcher’s mound for the game between the Houston Astros and the Phillies. On Thursday morning, he was the featured speaker at the breakfast meeting of the Garden State Rotary Club of Cherry Hill, N.J., at the Hilton Hotel in Cherry Hill. 

In addition to assisting in community projects in their home towns, Rotarians also share an international commitment to improving primary health care, disease prevention, population development, the environment, and poverty alleviation. One of its long-terms projects is Polio Plus, whose goal is to eradicate polio worldwide. 

Rotary is a worldwide organization of business and professional leaders that provides humanitarian service, encourages high ethical standards in all vocations, and helps build goodwill and peace in the world. There are 1.2 million Rotarians in 31,000 clubs in 166 countries. 
Can-Do Playground Fact Sheet
· The Can-Do Playground for children with and without disabilities will be the first of its kind in Delaware.
· Some 8,000 children in our community have disabilities that make it difficult or impossible for them to enjoy traditional playgrounds.
· Every child, regardless of physical, mental and sensory abilities, can access equipment in the Can-Do Playground.
· These children can join others because the Can-Do Playground is designed to enable their participation.
· The Can-Do Playground is being developed in conjunction with the National Center for Boundless Playgrounds®, a leader in the creation of accessible playgrounds.
· Opening date: Summer 2005!
· Location: Eastern section of the new Alapocas Run State Park that is part of the Blue Ball Project off Route 202 in north Wilmington, Delaware.
· Size: 27,000 square feet.
· Sponsors & developers: Six Wilmington-area Rotary clubs -- Brandywine, Brandywine Hundred, Caesar Rodney, Naamans, Wilmington and Wilmington West in partnership with Delaware Department of Transportation and Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control’s Division of Parks and Recreation, which have provided the land and will complete all site preparation.
· Total cost, including land and improvements: $800,000.
· Fundraising status: to date, the Fundraising Committee and the six Rotary clubs have raised over 300,000 of their $489,500 goal, or about 63%.
· The project celebrates the Centennial of Rotary International, the world’s oldest private service organization.
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