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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SPECIAL PLAYGROUND NOT TO OPEN UNTIL 2007

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE (May 3, 2005) – Safety concerns postpone the opening until spring 2007 of the Can-Do Playground at the new Alapocas Run State Park, a part of the Blue Ball project.  The playground is designed for children of all abilities, including those in wheelchairs or with other physical, developmental, cognitive and/or sensory limitations. It will occupy 23,000 square feet on the east side of Route 202 just off Weldin Road.
     A detailed study of revisions in the construction schedule and subsequent safety conditions at the site led the Can-Do project team, which includes six Wilmington-area Rotary Clubs along with DNREC and DelDOT, to postpone the opening until adjacent highway and other construction is complete. The project team has planned, designed, raised funds, and involved community participation in preparing for this unique, first-of-its-kind public playground in the State of Delaware.

     “We announce this postponement in opening the Can-Do Playground with great disappointment,” said Thomas A. Talley, chairman of a nonprofit corporation formed by six Wilmington area Rotary Clubs to raise funds and oversee the project.
 “We studied the construction situation carefully and explored the alternatives for opening the playground sooner. Working in close collaboration with our state partners, we concluded that changing the opening date was the only safe option.” 

      Charles Salkin, Director of State Parks also expressed his disappointment at the postponement of the playground opening while reiterating his enthusiastic support for the project. Added State of Delaware Secretary of Transportation Nathan Hayward: “we are proud to be associated with a project of the caliber of the Can-Do Playground and we excitedly await its opening.”

     The Can-Do Playground is a Rotary International Centennial project, recognizing 100 years of community service. The six clubs, Brandywine, Brandywine Hundred, Caesar Rodney, Naamans, Wilmington and Wilmington West, have been responsible for funding the project and overseeing its design, development and construction.

     “In true Can-Do spirit, the Project Team plans to keep the momentum going through community outreach programs and other initiatives,” Talley said.
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